
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Arts Renaissance Tremont (ART) 
 
  
Your Project Title: Arts Renaissance Tremont Spring Series 

Your Project Summary: From March to April, ART will present three public performances featuring world-

class musicians from The Cleveland Orchestra and Cleveland Institute of Music. Performances will take 

place at historic Pilgrim Congregational Church, in the heart of Cleveland’s Tremont neighborhood. 

Admission will be by freewill donation or by donation to the Pilgrim Food Pantry, ensuring everyone the 

ability to experience exceptional music. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided some evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Michelle Currica 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Ashe Helm-Hernández 

(Atlanta, GA) 

Ashley Hosseini 

(Bloomington, IN) 

Miah Michaelson 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Francisco Ollervides 

(Caledonia, OH) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: No question the programming repertoire and level of musicianship are stellar relating to artistic 

and cultural vibrancy of the review criteria, and the applicant demonstrates organizational capacity; 

however, I found the evidence addressing the public benefit criteria lacking. I was challenged to find 

evidence that the community the applicant identified was engaged in this project in any more meaningful 

way than as an attendee. Support materials provided also seem to include comments - although very 

positive - primarily from outside the neighborhood. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: It is the opinion of this reviewer that Arts Renaissance Tremont somewhat meets the funding 

criteria through their Spring series proposal. They show the public benefit of this project as it meaningfully 

engages a large portion of underserved community members. They demonstrate that they understand, 

work with, and respond to their community. They use the knowledge of their community to drive their work. 

They have meaningful relationships with Pilgrim Congregational Church, Tremont West Development 

Corp., Cleveland School of the Arts, residents and community partners. They are accessible and inviting to 

their community and open to the public by making their performances freewill donations or by donation to 

the local church pantry. They appear to have organizational capacity to plan and successfully manage this 

project. They seem to have an engaged and diverse board, staff, and core group of volunteers. They have 

a definite set of project goals, but the link from Cleveland Planning Commission is broken. Their budget is 

realistic and appropriate for the project. Donations seem to have worked in the past as good matching 

contributions. Looks like a worthwhile initiative. Good job including audience comments, these made the 

proposal more "real" instead of abstract. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Organization demonstrates that they intimately know their community and the issues facing them 

- and they are using their knowledge of the community to inform their work on this project. The proposed 

events are accessible and inviting as demonstrated by the fact that all will be free, take place a well-known 

public space, and they are devoting lots of effort to marketing and getting the word out. Organizational 

capacity looks promising as the organization has reasonable budget, ample person-power to accomplish 

the project, and the capacity to track progress and do surveys about their work to eventually use for 

reflection and adaptation. Still wondering if this project is responding or working with the community in 

putting on these events. At points the application seems centered on the idea of bringing new audiences 

(Tremont community) to these world-class Cleveland musicians. I would have liked to see more focus on 

the opposite: what community desire or need are you addressing that requires bringing in these musicians 

for this series? At points the application feels like it is being written for the Cleveland Orchestra (goal of 

getting them more diverse audiences) not for Arts Renaissance Tremont (our community here wants to see 

world-class music). 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: With an emphasis on public benefit but with concerns regarding the budget; this proposal 

somewhat meets the funding criteria. Public Benefit: Located outside the downtown area, Arts Renaissance 

Tremont has provided accessible, affordable (free), high quality programming to its immediate 

neighborhood and the wider public for 26 years. Artistic & Cultural Vibrancy: ART engages a diverse team 

of arts and culture professionals qualified to complete the project. Though the organization is volunteer run 

musicians that perform in the concert series are paid. Incorporating a process of reflection that ensures 

fresh programming ART records all live concerts for archival process and future CDs, the organization also 

distributes and collects surveys after each concert. Organizational Capacity: The Spring Concert Series 

total project expenses were projected as $11,822.50 in the project basics breakdown greatly exceeded the 

total project expenses. This discrepancy puts the project at least $12,572.50 over budget. Is the board 

aware of this? Could it be a typo? If this is truly the organization's budget and there's no plan to address 

the short fall, how will the organization maintain this amazing concert series? 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The organization meets the funding criteria. The proposal presented significant opportunity for 

the greater Cleveland community to be engaged in their project. The applicant demonstrates that their 

project has attracted a large, diverse audience with students and musical professionals at the helm with 

reviews from past performances. The proposal clearly states their goals of expanding to a broader audience 

and with their partnerships with libraries, local schools, and neighborhood centers provides additional 

support for the organization to accomplish a successful project. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

